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tour of Europe and the Near East, and invited Faraday to
accompany him as assistant in experiments and writing.
So a few months after he had joined the Royal Institution
Faraday had the extraordinary luck of travelling through
Europe with the most brilliant British chemist of the day.
He had the opportunity of meeting the most distinguished
scientists of many countries, and of seeing the world. The
observant author of the arts of lecturing was splendidly
fitted to benefit from this opportunity. The tour lasted one
and a half years.
He had never before been more than twelve miles from
London. He was first impressed by the scenery of Devon-
shire, which he had seen on the way to Plymouth, their port
of departure. England and France were at war, but Davy
had secured permission for his party to enter France, so
they sailed from Plymouth to Morlaix. At the French
port they were searched, and detained, until instructions
that they should be allowed to proceed were received from
Paris. He was shocked by the apparent poverty of the
people and countryside. He behaved like a discreet but
convinced British patriot. In Paris he went to the Police
Department to obtain a passport. "An American, who was
there and (perceiving me at a loss for Frerfch) had spoken
to me, would scarcely believe his senses when he saw them
make out the paper for a free Englishman, and would
willingly have been mighty inquisitive."
In the next few weeks he met Ampere, Clement,
Desormes, Chevreul, and Gay-Lussac. He saw Napoleon
visiting the senate in full state. "He was sitting in one
corner of his carriage, covered and almost hidden from
sight by an enormous robe of ermine, and his face over-
shadowed by a tremendous plume of feathers that descended
from a velvet hat. The distance was too great to distinguish
the features well, but he seemed of a dark countenance
and somewhat corpulent. His carriage was very rich and
fourteen servants stood upon it in various parts."
Davy continually worked on the newly discovered iodine
that was brought to his notice by Ampere and others.
After three months in Paris the party started for Italy;